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RECOGNIZING THE LION’S CLUB
OF DILLSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
ON ITS 90TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. SCOTT PERRY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 21, 2021

Mr. PERRY. Madam Speaker, I'm honored
to recognize the Lion’s Club of Dillsburg,
Pennsylvania, on its 90th Anniversary.

The Lions Club of Dillsburg was chartered
by Lions Clubs International on November 7,
1931, with 21 charter members. Originally
sponsored by the York Lions Club, the
Dillsburg Lions later sponsored more Lions
Clubs in Boiling Springs, Mt. Holly Springs,
Carlisle, and York Springs. Due to the Depres-
sion, membership did not grow until about
1942, and continued to a high of 129 mem-
bers in the 1980s.

The mission of all Lions Clubs is to serve,
and the Dillsburg Lions have consistently
served the Dillsburg and Northern York com-
munities throughout its 90 years of service.
The service often took different paths—for ex-
ample, when one early success was ridding
Dillsburg Borough of its rat problems. In the
early 1950s, the Lions were a driving force in
the design of the firehouse and provided
$3,000 to construct the Firehouse and the
Community Hall, still on South Baltimore
Street.

Today, membership of the Dillsburg Lions
Club sits at 34 men and women who, through-
out the years, have supported the District,
State and International Lions projects and ac-
tivities. Notably, the Dillsburg Lions have pro-
vided four zone chairpersons who oversaw 4
to 5 clubs in the area, as well as two District
Governors serving all Lions Clubs in Adams,
Cumberland, and York Counties.

A worldwide mission of the Lions is support
of visually challenged people, as well as sup-
port of eyesight preservation. In this area, the
Dillsburg Lions have assisted and spear-
headed many local ventures to assist this
cause, both locally and abroad. The Club pays
for eye exams and eyeglasses for adults and
children in need, performs vision screening in
local elementary schools, donates hundreds of
used eyeglasses for reuse, and donates to
and works alongside organizations like Leader
Dogs for the Blind, and Beacon Lodge, a spe-
cial needs camp that assists the blind and vis-
ually impaired.

Not only does the Lions support efforts to
assist the visually challenged, but they also
donate time and money towards projects and
groups to benefit Dillsburg as a whole. Over
the years, the Club constructed a cabin for
Dillsburg Boy Scouts Troop 38, in addition to
the public pavilion in Logan Park.

The Lions also have funded, constructed,
and still maintain the post messages on the
square in Dillsburg. Through fundraising, they
have returned between $10,000 to $30,000 to
the community annually for the past 20 years,
and used these funds to help strengthen the
Dillsburg Public Library, Dillsburg Youth and
High School Sports, Dillsburg Girl Scout
Troops, Northern High School scholarships,
New Hope Ministries, Northern York County
Historical and Preservation Society, Dillsburg
Community Fair Organization, York County
Blind Association, Adopt-a-Highway road
cleanup, Lions Hearing Research, and the
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Lions Clubs International Foundation. Through
these ventures and their 90 years of service,
the Lions Club of Dillsburg is an integral force
good in our community at large and we are
grateful for all that they do.

| am honored and privileged to recognize
the Lion’s Club of Dillsburg, Pennsylvania, for
their work to strengthen our community over
the past 90 years. Their contributions are tan-
gible legacies, as their works have made life
better for the citizens of Dillsburg and the sur-
rounding communities. We owe a lasting debt
of gratitude for their selfless, tireless, and
dedicated service.

———

JEWISH PRAYERS ON CAPITOL
HILL

HON. A. DONALD McEACHIN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 21, 2021

Mr. MCEACHIN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to include in the RECORD a statement
from Rabbi Dr. Israel Zoberman, founder and
spiritual leader of Temple Lev Tikvah in Vir-
ginia Beach, and the representative of the
Jewish Community at the City of Chesa-
peake’s civic occasions.

JEWISH PRAYERS ON CAPITAL HILL
(By Rabbi Dr. Israel Zoberman)

Howard Mortman, the author of an invalu-
able and unique publication entitled, ‘“When
Rabbis Bless Congress—The Great American
Story of Jewish Prayers on Capitol Hill” is
C-SPAN’s communications director covering
the U.S. Congress, and a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Maryland. His family belongs to
Temple Rodef Shalom in Falls Church, Vir-
ginia. In his publication, Mortman concludes
in a tongue in cheek style. ‘‘So, want to hear
rabbis cite Moses and Scripture and Torah
and Talmud and Mishnah to legislators and
the public? Don’t turn to Jerusalem—the
Knesset does not open with prayer (although,
arguably, who in the Knesset isn’t a rabbi?).
Instead tune into Washington, where Israel’s
chief rabbis can and have served as guest
chaplains in Congress, just like hundreds of
others.”

While both the House and the Senate of the
U.S. Congress have full-time clergy chap-
lains. there is a long-standing tradition of
guest chaplains for a day which amounts to
offering a brief prayer at the opening session
of each chamber. Instructions are provided
by both chaplains’ offices for the Invoca-
tion’s length, and content is submitted
ahead of time. C-Span provides live cov-
erage, and the prayer is printed in the Con-
gressional Record—which began operating in
1873—on the day of delivery. The guest chap-
lain 1is ordinarily recommended by the
clergyperson’s Representative and Senator,
and it is truly a memorable experience to be
invited for such an honor. A certificate and
photo op are included.

I have had the privilege to offer the Invo-
cation, so far twice in each chamber, vividly
recalling the accompanied solemnity with
the opportunity to engage with present
members of the august bodies. Most mem-
bers are usually not present in person, in-
stead watching from the screens in their of-
fices the offered prayer followed by the
Pledge of Allegiance and the session’s agen-
da. unless there is a vote to take place on
the floor. I watched from home on TV the
deadly attack on Congress on January 6,
2021, with the defiled desecration of both
chambers and the rest of that magnificent
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and historic citadel of democracy known the
world over. To witness it, though from a dis-
tance, was painfully shocking and beyond
unfathomable, with alarming ramifications
for American democracy and the Jewish
community.

As the book’s title reflects, there is much
expressed pride in Jewish clergy rep-
resenting a minority participating as co-
equal with other religious figures in a tradi-
tion some regard as violation of constitu-
tional church and state separation, though
upheld by the Supreme Court in 1983. The
book’s impressive treasure trove collection
of myriad fascinating and intriguing items
with sprinkled humor is grouped into two
parts, including nine sections. Part One: Who
They Are is made up of Section 1: Setting
the Scene: A Congress at Pray. Section II:
Who Are These Rabbis? Section III: Media
Portrayal. Part Two: What They Say. Sec-
tion IV: Religious Awareness. Section V:
Policy and Politics. Section VI: War, Evil,
Terror. Section VII: Congress Institutions.
Section VIII: America the Exceptional! Sec-
tion IX: Diversity: Including the Christians.
Given the close proximity of the Washington
Hebrew Congregation, the oldest synagogue
in the capital since 1852 and chartered in 1856
by a Congressional act, it holds the record of
guest chaplains. The first rabbi to offer a
prayer in Congress did so on February I, 1860.
This was an important moment for the
American Jewish community; historian
Rabbi Dr. Bertram Korn is quoted, ‘‘In more
than a theoretical sense, therefore this was
the initial recognition by the House of Rep-
resentatives of the equal standing of Juda-
ism, with Christianity, as’ an American
faith.”” Of note, on that historic date the
House elected its first Republican Speaker,
New Jersey’s William Pennington, which was
acknowledged in the prayer. The U.S. Presi-
dent then was James Buchanan.

Rabbi Edward Calisch of Congregation
Beth Ahavah in Richmond, Virginia, was the
first American—born rabbi to offer a prayer
in the House on April 6, 1892. The iconic
Rabbi Isaac Mayer Wise was the first rabbi
to offer a prayer in the Senate on May 21,
1870. His biennial birth was recognized with a
special resolution in the Senate on April 4,
2019. Rabbi Sally Priesand of New York’s
Steven Wise Free Synagogue was the first
woman and first female rabbi to invoke in
the House on October 23, 1973. Her sponsor
was the Congresswoman Bella Abzug. In the
Senate, the first woman was Rev. Wilmina
Roland Smith, a presbyterian minister, on
July 8, 1971. The first woman rabbi blessing
the Senate was Rabbi Dena Feingold on
April 20, 1994, sponsored by her brother,
Democratic Senator Russ Feingold of Wis-
consin.

Though the Jews only make up 2.2 percent
of the American populace, 35 rabbis out of
527 House guest chaplains participated from
September 2006 to September 2016. As of Feb-
ruary 2020, 441 rabbis delivered prayers, with
an average rate of 7.5 percent since WWII,
and 11 percent respectively in 2018 and 2019.
In Spring 2018, the number of rabbinic invo-
cations was 613, which is symbolically sig-
nificant, Mortman points out given the tra-
ditional number of Mitzvot. Conservative
Rabbi Arnold Resnicoff, a former Navy chap-
lain and line officer during the Vietnam War,
holds the record with 16 offered prayers. The
C-SPAN Video Library allows access to
House prayers since 1979, and to Senate pray-
ers beginning in 1986.

The book’s invaluable Index of
Names highlights 347 rabbis offering
Congressional prayers. Rabbi Dr. Gary
P. Zola, Executive Director of the



		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-03T20:31:41-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




